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HO' I am ſenſible the following 
Diſcourſes muſt recommend them- 

ſelves chiefly | by their Intention; yet 
that, being favourable to Religion and 
Liberty, is zberefore ſure of your Lozv- 
SHIP'S Approbation and Acceptance. On 
this 
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- Pons; Chap. viii. ver. 32. 


7 ol know the Truth, and the 
1 Truth ſhall make Jou Free. 


<a MF O thoſe who conſider this di- 
| vine Paſſage of our Saviour, 
it muſt needs appear ſtrange; 
— that” his heavenly Doctrines 

7 /fhould ever be perverted: into 

a Sanctuary for Ignoranee and Oppreſſion. 


Were not this known to be fact, we might 
with 


2 


with: Reaſon believe it impoſiible. That 8 


Superſtition ſhould claim Protection from 
that Goſpel which aſſures us we ſhall know 


the Truth That Tyrenny ſhould pretend a 
Commiſſion from the ſame Goſpel, which 
aſſures us that the Truth ſhall make us free ! 
This Obſervation, however, ſuggeſts to us 
a plain Account of the Motives of that Church 
which deprives it's Members of the Uſe of 
holy Scripture ; and proves, that altho' it's 
Leaders are not Maſters of frue Wiſdom, 
they are at leaſt great Proficients in falſe. 


They are conſcious there is ſuch a natural 


Connexion between Truth and Freedom, that 
the one cannot ſubſiſt, but the other will 
ariſe: they know that Ignorance and Slavery 
are ſo powerfully united, that the moſt effec- 
tual Way to ſupport the one, is to eſtabliſh 
the other. 

But as they are not very forward to ex- 
plain themſelves on this Subject, it may not 
be improper upon this Occaſion to repreſent 
it in it's true Light. I ſhall therefore in 
my 3 Diſcourſe conſider, 


. The 
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my ft, The ſtrong and neceſſary Connexion 

between Sußerſtition and Tyranny. © 

2dly, The no leſs Mutual Connexion be- 
tween Religious Truth 1 Groil Free- 
dom and | 

140 I ſhall make ſome Obſervations in 
"CHOICES? of theſe Principles. 


Let us then firſt conſider the Connexion 
between Superſtition and Tyranny. 
If we regard the gro/er Kinds and more 
active Principles of Superſtition, as they aſ- 
fe the Rulers of Mankind, we ſhall plainly 


perceive their Tendency towards every kind 


of Tyranny and Opprefſion. Our Ideas of 
Perfection are drawn from what we believe of 
the Supreme Being: and as Vice, evil Paſ- 
ſions, and Cruelty, are the vile Materials of 


' which the ſuperſtitious Man compounds his 
God, fo his Opinions and his Actions which 


regard either himſelf or Mankind, muſt be 
ſuitable to this abſurd Syſtem of Belief, 
Hence then we may diſcover the fatal Ef- 


fects of Superſtition with reſpect to Govern- 
ment. The Prince or Magiſtrate, thus un- 
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der che Dominion of Error, miſtakes: De- 


a 7 9 


forms for Tine ene — 


bigh Tah of che Aloyehey's — ag 


transfers all the monſtrous Viſions of his 
Brain into real Practice, and acts the moſt 


palpable Abſurdities under the Influence of 


a miſguided Imitation. Is the God he hath 


_ figured to himſelf, of a ſuſpicious or impla- 


cable Nature ? What can more effectually 
lead him to every Gratification of Jealouſy 
and Revenge? — Does he form to himſelf a 


Deity partial to few, a Reſpector of Perſons, 


diſpenſing his Rewards and Puniſhments 


without Regard to the Merits or Demerits 
of Mankind ? What can more violently tend 


to form and fix in his Breaſt an iniquitous 
the Impreſſions of Equity which he may have 
had from God and Nature? Does he cloath 
his Deity in Vanity and Caprice? Docs he 
paint him in his Imagination as fond of an 


i- grounded Praiſe, as building his Glory on 


the Deſtruction of his Creatures? What can 
more certainly effect ** 


4 
* 
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191 
of every ſocial Virtue? What can more cer- 
tainly blow up his Pride into Madneſs, ex- 
tinguiſh Pity, light up a falſe and dreadful 
Ambition, and lead him to the Purſuit of an 
imaginary Glory, on the Ruins of all that is 

praiſe-worthy and goodꝰ 

Thus we ſee in what manner Keke ih 

| Rands connected with the Exerciſe of Ty- 
ranny ; but its Operations would by no means 
de compleat, did it not qualify the Minds of 
Men to receive the Yoke which it had thus 

prepared for them. 

That Mankind in their adit State are 
fond of Liberty, ſcarce needs a particular 
Proof. That wholeſome Food . and warm 
Clothing are preferable to Rags and Hunger, 
is evident to any one in Poſſeſſion of his 
Senſes. On this account Tyranny and Uſur- 
pation can never thoroughly extinguiſh theſe 
DiRates of common Apprehenſion, till they 
have called in Superſtition to their Aid. 
This powerful Enchentreſs can indeed in, one 
Senſe work Miracles and lying Wonders, — 
can dreſs up ſoraid Fear and Slavery in the 
Garb of rightful Obedience, — can Ser; the 
B 8 moſt 
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moſt diabolical Tyranny under the Appearance 
of divine 198 — can transform Cowardice 
into Virtue, — the Love of Freedom into 
Treaſon, — can lock up the Senſes, and an- 
nihilate the Underſtanding, — can reduce her 
Votaries to the abje&t Condition of the Idol 
they adore, which bath Ears but cannot hear, 
and Eyes but cannot ſee *, — can impoſe the 
Dreams of Bigots for the Illuminations of 
Truth, and the Forgeries of Knaves for the 
Commands of Heaven. Thus dreadfully does 
Superſtition work when admitted into the 
Heart of Man; and hence becomes the moſt 
effectual Engine in the Hands of Tyranny. 
The Activity of the Human Mind does na- 
turally repel the Impoſitions of outward 
Force: But when Thought itſelf is ſubdued, 
and Shackles laid upon the Underſtanding, 
then it is that all Poſſibility of Reſiſtance va- 
nifheth ; then it is that Tyranny reigns with- 
out Controul, and perpetrates the moſt horrid 


Abſurdities, not only with 3 but 
Applauſe. 


®* Pfal. 115. This « fairly enough imply's in what 
the Pfalmift fays in a ſubſequent Verſe; where, having 
before inſiſted on the Injenſibility of Idols, he adds, 
4 that make them are lite unte them, and ſo are 

all they that put their Truſt in them. 
And 


N 

And as Superſtition is thus favourable to 

Tyranny, ſo, if we invert the Propoſition, we 

ſhall find that Tyranny when eſtabliſhed i no 
leſs favourable to Super ſtition. 

It is the Intereſt of a vicious and cruel 
Tyrant, to be. perſwaded, . if poſſible, that his 
God is like himſelf: And whatever we ar- 
dently deſire to believe, that too eaſily wins 
its way to the Heart. The ſelfiſh Paſſions 
of Men, whatever clear Conviction they may 
require in order to their Reſtraint, need none 
ſuch in order to their Encouragement : They 
are ingenious in finding out Reaſons in their 
own Favour ; and the lighteſt Pretence, 
when ſeconded by Inclination, is often too 
ſtrong for the ſtrongeſt Proofs, when oppos'd 
by the natural Eloquence of the Paſſions. 
Hence whatever Notions of a God can make 

a Tyrant eaſy under his confirmed Crimes, 
will be greedily ſought after and embraced ; 
He will induſtriouſly view his Creator's 
Image in-the deformed Mirrour of Superſti- 
tion, becauſe he dares not behold it in that 
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' Thus Tyranny gives a Byaſs towards Su- 
perſtition on the Part of the Prince ; and on 
the ſlighteſt Examination it will appear, that 
Slavery has the fame Tendency on the Part 
of the People. Where arbitrary Will takes 
Place, Ignorance 1s its beſt Security: All 
Knowledge is dangerous, is fatal, as it opens 
the Eyes of the deluded Multitude, ſhews 
them their own Wretchedneſs, and points 


out the eaſy Methods of Redreſs. Hence in 


the Dominions of Tyranny, Ignorance is kept 


up and fenced as a main Pillar of State, Now, 
it is clear beyond a Doubt, that Ignorance is 
the great Parent of Credulity and Superſti- 
tion : Wonder, tho' it be really the Seed of 


Knowledge, yet derives its Original from the 
Want of it: Where this natural Principle of 


Wonder is cheriſhed by Freedom, it ſhoots 
up and opens into Knowledge ; but where 
checked by the ill Influence of Tyranny, it 
degenerates into Ignorance confirm'd. The 


Soul thus forbid to take its full Range, is 
ſubdued into Fear and Cowardice; every 
thing wnaccountable is regarded as ſupernatu- 


ral and divine : Stran ge and groundleſs Ap- 
* 


73) 


prehenſions of Things unknown, depreſs all 
the noble Faculties of the Mind, and prepare 
it to receive with the moſt abject Submiſſion | 


the Tricks and Legends of Impoſture. 4 
- Thus we have a full View of the Connexi- 
on between Tyranny and Superſtition, and of 
the firm and mutual Support which they com- 


municate to each other. Let us now turn 
to the brighter Side of human Nature, and 


conſider Religious Truth and Civil Freedom, 
between which we ſhall find a like Connexion 
and Support no leſs reciprocal and ſtrong. 

It was the Opinion of a celebrated Ancient, 
that the Firmament with all its Furniture of 
Stars revolving in the. moſt perfect Order and 
Magnificence, was preſented. by the ſupreme. 
Being to the Eyes of Mortals,/ on purpoſe that 
by viewing the Regularity of this glorious 


Train, they might be moved to tranſcribe. 


its Beauty into their own Life and Morals. * 
ing 2 5h 
* This is Plate 5 DoAtine.. But Tully, in Gs * 


ſon of the old Stoic Cenſor, carries the Matter ſtill farther. 
Credo Deos immortales ſpar ſiſſe animbs in corpora humanaz 


t efſent qui terras tuerentur, guigue celeſtium ordinem - 
„ imitarentur eum vite wo conſtantia. 


Caro Aajor. : 
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n | 
And ſurely we may thus far ſubſcribe to his 
Opinion, that the Man who entertains a juſt 
Idea of the divine Nature, who reads his Per- 
kections in his Word and Works, hath the 
nobleſt and moſt engaging Model for his Imi- 
tation, More particularly the Rulers of 
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4 Mankind, who are or ought to be the Repre- 
þ ſentatives of Heaven, have the moſt lively and 
b perſuaſive Leſſon in the Works of God: 
. There is not the leaſt Circumſtance in Crea- 
i tion, but what inſtructs them to be juſt and 
br merciful: Here they behold Power directed 
| to the Ends of Wiſdom; and both Power 


and Wiſdom ſubſervient to the Ends of Good- 
; neſs : They ſee the King of Kings ſhine forth 


| in continued Acts of Beneficence ; and may 
ö be convinced, that he never exerciſeth his 
Might but to diffuſe his Bounty. A noble 
Pattern! which cannot fail to influence where 
| there is the leaſt Degree of Reflexion— 
= which if properly attended to, cannot fail to 
| L render a Prince juſt, and a People happy ! 
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The Effects of Religious Truth on the 
Minds and Paſſions of a People are no leſs 
— favourable to Liberty. A juſt Senſe of the 

Condition and Dignity of Man,—of the Rank 

which 


Las] 

which be bears in Creation, - the Knowledge 
of God's Goodneſs and PerfeQtions,—of his 
Hatred to Injuſtice and Oppreſſion, —all theſe 
elevate the human Soul, and raiſe it to a Love 
of Freedom: Not of that Licentiouſneſs 
which is the Off-ſpring of Vice, but that true 
Greatneſs. of Mind which is the Parent of 
every Virtue. It is this extended View of 
Things, which drives every partial and unge- 
nerous Thought from the Breaſts of Man- 
kind; and infpires them with that mode/? 
Pride, that noble Humility, which expects 
indeed and even demands the Poſſeſſion of its 
own Rights, but is equally zealous in ſecur- 
ing the Rights of others. 

Thus favourable is Religious Truth to Civil 
Liberty, which in its Turn becomes no leſs 
the Support of Religious Truth. Indeed not 
only the Perfection, but the very Being of Re- 
ligious Truth depends on the Exerciſe of 
Freedom. Whatever ſome may fear from an. 
open and unlimited Enquiry, it ſeems evi- 
dently the only Means God. hath vouchſafed 
us for the Attainment of Truth. The Abuſe 
of it may be dangerous, but the Want of it is 
fatal: Without this, Opinion degenerates in- 

5 | to 


1 
to Abſurdity, as a Field runs to Weeds with- 
out a proper Cultivation. Such are the un- 
doubted Principles of the Goſpel, where we 
are commanded to prove all Things and bold 
aft that which is good; where we are not 
only allowed, but required fo be able to give a 
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f Reaſon for the Faith and the Hope that is in 
4 us. This Principle is conſonant with the 
J ſtricteſt Reaſon : It is Falſehood only that loves 
] and retires into Darkneſs : Truth delights in 
1 the Day, and demands no more than a juſt 
| and a ſtrong Light, to appear in perfect 
| Beauty. A rigid Examination is its only 
fl Teſt: For we know by Experience, that 
| even Obſtinacy and Error can endure the Fyres 
1 of Perſecution ; but it is genuine Truth, and 
il that alone, which comes out pure and un- 
changed from the ſeverer Tortures of De- 
bate. | | 
| The Connexion between Religious Truth 
q and Civil Freedom being thus apparent, let 
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me now in Concluſion add a few Obſerva- 
tions, ſuch as may naturally ariſe from this 
Subject, as it regards our preſent Situa- 
1. From 
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1. From theſe Principles we may, in many 
Caſes, gain a clear and certain Criterion of 
Religious Truth and Falſehood. Our Saviour 


hath told us, that the Truth /ball make us 


free : Therefore whatever Opinions are ad- 
vanced as Truth, if they tend to the Eſtab- 


liſhment of Tyranny, we may be aſſured 
they are Falſehvod in Diſguiſe, Hence we 


may gain no inconſiderable Evidence againſt 
the eſſential Tenets of the Church of Rome, 


as they are known in Fact, wherever they 
prevail, to be the common Inſtruments of 
Oppreſſion. To enumerate theſe, would at 
preſent -be a Taſk too laborious; a general 


Idea is given of them under the firſt Divi- 


ſion of this Diſcourſe : Let it ſuffice there- 


fore to obſerve here, that as the Head of that 


Church is the great Enemy of Truth and 


Freedom, the great Patron of Tyranny and 


Falſehood, he may at leaſt in a ſecondary 

and figurative Senſe be juſtly accounted Anti- 

9 nn v5 gs 008 
2. From the Connexion which ſubſiſts be- 


tween Superſtition and Tyranny, we may be 


warned againſt the ſpecious Pretences of both. 
Does * Papift profeſs only to impoſe his 
C Tenets, 


184 

Tenets, while he pretends to be the Advocate 
$8 5 for Freedom — If he be ſincere, convince 
3 him of his Miſtake—if artful, reſiſt his So- 
4 phiſtry—for he is at that very Inſtant plead- 
ing the Cauſe, and preparing the Chains ct 
Tyranny. On the other Hand, does the 
flaviſh Advocate for hereditary unalienable 
Right declare his Zeal for true Religion ?— 
He is either blind or faithleſs—for his ſole 
Intereſt and Hope lies in the Propagation of 

Ignorance and Falſchood. | 
3. From the mutual Connexion between 
Religious Truth and Civil Freedom we may 
obſerve, that the Views which true Chriſtia- 
nity opens to the Mind of Man, are a ſurer 
and nobler Foundation of Liberty, than any. 
the ancient Heathens were ever poſſeſſed of: 
Even as far as Obligation is ſuperior to Im- 
pulſe, and Principle to Paſſion: They give 
Mankind a juſter and more enlarged Concep- 
tion of each other's Rights, than what unaſ- 
ſiſted Reaſon could ever produce, even in 
the moſt polite and enlightned Ages. For 
amidſt all the Triumphs of Liberty in Greece 
and Rome, we know, that altho' many had 
firong, yet few had conjiſtent Notions of Free- 
gy dom. 
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dom. The moſt unjuſt Conqueſts over peace- 
able Nations, the moſt barbarous Treatment 
of all who oppoſed the Progreſs of their 
Arms, were not only allowed as innocent, 
but boaſted of as glorious. Cities were ruin- 
ed, Provinces plundered, and whole King- 
doms laid in Aſhes, thro' an abſurd and im- 
pious Love of their Country ; a Principle no 
better in many of its Conſequences, than the 
moſt cruel and accurſed Bigotry, Even among 
themſelves a whole Race of unhappy People, 
and innocent Children, were deſtined to a ſe- 
vere and endleſs Slavery, robb'd of all the na- 
tural Rights of Men, their Life only excepted, - 
and that too at the Diſpoſal of an arbitrary 
Maſter, Thus Liberty ſeemed no more than 
the caſual Product of high Spirit, often of 
Pride and Revenge, ſeldom or never the Re- 
ſult of Rational Opinion: They were fo 
meanly fond of monopolizing it themſelves, 
that they ſnatched every Opportunity of 
wreſting it from others: Aſpiring to the 
Name of Heroes, they fell below the Cha- 
racter of Men; and while they profeſſed to. 
tread in the Paths of true Greatneſs, were 
notoriouſly falſe to the Rules of common E- 
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quity. How] different are the Sentiments 
which Chriſtianity inſpires! This teacheth us, 
that the Laws of Juſtice and Charity ought 
to extend to all Denominations of Men ; that 
the Rich and Poor meet together for each 


other s Good; that the Lord is the Maker of 
them all; that altho* our firſt and principal 
Cares one to be fixed on thoſe who are 
moſt cloſely related to us by the Ties of 
Blood, Friendſhip and Society, yet that no 
excluſive Regards muſt prevail, but our Bene- 
volence and (as far as in us lies). our Benefi- 
CENCE extend to the whole Race of Mankind : 
In a Word, that we muſt be burning and 8 
ſhining Lights, ſhedding our kindly Influences 
on all around us, according to that juſt Pro- 
portion which their e Def cher may 
demand. 

„ repreſent to you ſome af the 
terrible Calamities which the Union of Ty- 
ranny and Superſtition muſt have produced, 
had Providence, for the Puniſhment. of our 
Sins, permitted their late Attempts t. to prevail. 
The dreadful Influence of Tyranny on the 
higher Ranks of Ma nkind ; the fatal Con- 


none which oſt flow from. the De- 
| ſtruction 
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ſtruction of publick Juſtice, to all who are 
poſſeſſed of Preferments, Honours and Eſtates, 
are ſo eaſily ſeen, and have been fo often ex- 
plained, that it were needleſs to dwell on this 
Subject. But as the Effects of Tyranny on 
thoſe who earn their Bread by the Labour of 
their Hands, are not quite fo evident; and as 
it hath been ſometimes inſinuated during the 
late Troubles, that it is a Matter of no Con- 
cernment to the lower Ranks of Mankind, 
what Form of Government prevails, it may 
not be amiſs to offer a few Thoughts on this 
Argument. 
To you therefore, my honeſt a pt: 
trious Countrymen, I would now more parti- 
eularly addreſs myſelf: And as it is certain 
that nothing but Liberty can make Commerce 
flouriſh, ſo nothing but the Succeſs of Com- 
merce can give Life and Vigour to your re- 
ſpective Crafts. You have lately ſeen, that 
on the very Approach of Tyranny, your ſe- 
veral Occupations began. to. languiſh and de- 
cay: But had this mighty Evil eſtabliſhed it- 
ſelf among us, it would have thin'd the Land 
like a devouring. Peſtilence ; ſo that the 
e Part of you muſt either have ed 
2 with. 
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ever held ſacred the Property of his meaneſt 


Maſter, who would only have watched the 


had been ſuffered to continue your Employ- 
ments, muſt have ſunk under the common 


[22] 
with Hunger, or have ſubſiſted by Theft 
and Robbery. Conſider farther, that you now 
live under the Protection of a King, who hath 


Subject; who never made you the Inſtruments 
of private Ambition or Revenge; nor ever 
led you to the Field, but for the Defence of 
your Families, your Friends and Country: 
But had you received the Yoke of a Tyrant, 
you muſt ſoon have felt and ſoon lamented 
the Change : Rights and Privileges you muſt 
have bid farewell to, — nay, to the very Name 
and Condition of Men : You muſt have been 
doomed to be regarded as ſo many Droves of 


Cattle, the Property of a giddy and deſpotic 


Opportunity of ſelling your Lives to his own 
Advantage, and then dragg'd you forth to the 
Slaughter. Even thoſe few among you who 


Calamity, and laid no Claim either to your 
Limbs or Labour: Exorbitant Taxes on your 
honeſt Induſtry, together with other Methods 

of vile Policy, muſt have drained you to the 


laſt F . That comfortable Food and 


Raiment 


[ 23 | 
Raiment which you now divide with thoſe 
that are dear to you, muſt have been ex- 
changed for Want and Wretchedneſs; till 
you had been convinced of this melancholy 
Truth, — That a Tyrant will make the utmoſt 
Penny of every Slave in his Dominions, that 
hath either a Head to contrive, or a Har of 
Hands to work with. N 


And as to the Conſequences of Poingiy and 
Superſtition—it is evident you muſt have been 
equally involved in theſe, with the greateſt 
of Mankind : Nay, they muſt have fallen on 
you in the moſt diſtreſsful manner, as you 
muſt have been the fartheſt removed from all. 
the Means of Knowledge and Inſtruction. 
The Word of God, which now adminiſters: 
Peace to you in Proſperity, and Comfort in 
Affliction, that bleſſed Word muſt have been 
torn from you by the Hands of Bigots : And: 
tho' new Opinions could not have been for- 
ced upon you by outward Terror, yet muſt 
you either have lived in a continued and ſin- 
ful State of Diſſimulation, or have been led 
without Mercy to the Stake, But then your 
innocent Poſterity—how deplorable muſt have 
been heir 125 !-—Geprived of all the Means 


of. 
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of religious Inſtruction, — alienated from the 
Knowledge of God, — transformed into a 
Race of Slaves and Bigots ; — ſo cruel, as to 
perſecute even to Death thoſe who had ne- 
ver wrong'd them; — ſo mean, as to lick the 
Duſt from the Feet of thoſe who had de- 
prived them of every earthly Bleffing ;—ſunk 
in a State worſe than that of total Ignorance, 
an abſurd and perverted Faith; — a Faith 
which renders its Proſelytes the Deſtroyers 
of their own Kind, — which roots out all 
the natural Impreſſions of Humanity, and in- 
fuſes the Spirit and the Cruelty of Hell! 
Such muſt have been the Fate of our ſelves 
and our Poſterity, had Providence ſuffered 
the late Rebellion to ſucceed, Yet let no one 
think theſe Repreſentations made with a 
View to exaſperate any Perſon againſt the un- 
happy Inſtruments of it: Heaven (working 
by the Courage and Conduct of an illuſtrious 
Prince) hath at length put them in our 
Power: And tho' their Guilt be deep, yet 
were it the Height of Meanneſs to inſult 
over their Misfortunes. The moſt becoming 
Part for every private Perſon is, to leave them 
to 
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to the Juſtice of our excellent Laws, temper- 
ed by the wiſe Mercy of a gracious King. 

Laſtly therefore, and above all, let us on 
this Occaſion turn our Reflections on our 
ſelves; and as we are happily poſſeſſed of 
Truth and Freedom, ſo let us uſe them as 
we ought. If they have not their proper 
Effect on our Lives and Manners, if they do 


not produce in us a ſuitable Advancement in 


Piety and Virtue, it were even ſcandalous to 
boaſt that we enjoy the Benefit of them. Let 
me add, that the proper Uſe and Applica- 
tion of theſe Benefits, are the only Means by 


which we can hope for their Continuance 


among us. If private Vice ſtrikes at the 
Foundation, the grand Fabrick of our Con- 
ſtitution muſt inevitably fall, and leave us an 
eaſy Prey to the future Attempts of Tyranny 
and Superſtition, Let theſe Conſiderations 
therefore determine us to be ſteady in our 
Obedience to the Dictates of Divine Truth, 
and temperate in the Enjoyment of true Li- 
berty: That the Knowledge of pure Reli- 
gion may render us wiſe and good, and that 
in the Poſſeſſion of our juſt Rights we may 


1 26 

be free, yet not u uſing our Liberty fur a Cloak 
of Maliciouſneſs +, but as the Servants of 
that Got whoſe Service ts perfedt-Freedym. | 


+ 1 Pet. ii. 16. The original Word xaxte, here 
tranſlated Maliciouſneſ* 5, is on good Reaſon thought I 
ſome Criticks to imply Sedition or Rebellion. "i. yy 
Conſiderations on the Theory of Religion, p. 248. Bar 
fon on the Place. 
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M utual chmee between Religious 
Truth and Civil Freedom; 


CONSIDERED IN 


A SE RM ON, &c. 
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J O HN, Chap. wi Ver. 32. 
7, 2 ſhall know the Truth, and the 
Truth ſhall make you free. 


By HUS we ſee the mutual Con- 

02 nexion between Superſtition 

and Tyranny ; between Re- 

Is. ligious Truth and Civil Free- 

| dom: We have obtained a 
Criterion of Truth and Falſhood, — a Cau- 
tion FORT the Pretences of Bigotry and Op- 
D2 pre lion; ; 


preflion ; — a Proof of the ſuperior Excel- 
lence of Chriſtianity over ancient Paganiſm, 
conſidered as a Foundation of true Liberty; 
A View of the united Conſequences of Pope 
ry and lawleſs Power ; —and laſtly, we have 
touched upon a moſt cogent Motive to a ſtrict 
Obſervance of the Dictates of Truth and 

Freedom, 
It is my Deſign, on the preſent Occaſion, to 
proſecute this Argument in a more particular 
Manner ; — to convince you, that altho* the 
open Attempts of Tyranny and Superſtition 
have met with their deferved Fate, we are by 
no means yet ſecure in the Poſſeſſion of Truth 
and Liberty, fo long as we abuſe and pervert 
them; — that altho' we have deſtroyed the 
declared Enemy that came to. /pread Deſela- 
tion in open Day, we muſt guard with re- 
newed Diligence againſt the ſecret Adverfary 
that ſoweth bis Tares in the Night Seaſon ; — 
that there are other Foes of Truth and Free- 
= dom, beſides thoſe already mentioned; leſs 
g apparent indeed, and therefore the more dan- 
= - gerous; in their Nature equally connected 
with, and ſupported by each other; and in 
their 
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their Conſequences no leſs: deſtructive of all 
the Bleſſings of Society, Theſe are Infidelity 


nnd Licentiouſneſs. In my OY Diſcourſe 


therefore I ſhall conſider, : 
I. The mutual Connexion between Lricen- 


 #1eufneſs and Irreligion. 


II. The ſtrong and ſurprizing . 
theſe have with Tyranny and Superſtition: 
And 5 

III. I ſhall ſubjoin a few Obſervations. 

Let us then firſt conſider how powerfully 


Ixreligion and Licentiouſneſs dar 4 


other. 

That Atheiſm and Irreligion tend to Li- 
centiouſneſs and Vice, will appear indiſput- 
able to thoſe who conſider the Nature of 
Man. The Brute Creation are chained down 
by their ſeveral Inſtincts, guided by the Hand 
of Providence; they are effectually and uni- 
formly drawn to a particular Syſtem of Acti- 
on, from which they never vary: But Man, 
who hath not ſo ſtrong a Byaſs laid upon his 


Paſſions, either as to their Objects or De- 


grees, he, it is evident, ſtands in need of a 

higher Principle in order to regulate his 

actions. This Regulation nothing can totally 
effect, 
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effect, but a juſt and lively Faith in an All- 


mighty and All-ſceing God. It is not to be 


deny d, but the Fear of human Laws operate 


powerfully with moſt Men; yet many 


Crimes muſt needs eſcape their Cognizance, 
and many elude their Power. It muſt be al- 
lowed, that the Love of Reputation would 
preſerve at leaſt the Appearance of Virtue 
in the common Occurrences of Life; yet as 
to this Principle, let but Vice preſent her more 


powerful Allurements, and ſhe need not much 
doubt of a compleat Conqueſt. Some, it is 


granted, would be led to the Practice of Vir- 
tue by that noble Self- ſatisfaction which at- 
tends it; yet even this, unleſs to a few Minds 
of uncommon Strength and Greatneſs, could 
never be ſufficient 0 carry us through all 
Temptations, and make us perfect in every good 
Werk. But with regard to the Generality of 
Mankind, where. the refined Paſſions are 
weak, and the ſelfiſh Appetites headſtrong, 
there Irreligion muſt be attended with the 


moſt fatal Conſequences : It muſt leave them 
to the Suggeſtions of their own Luſts, thoſe 


blind Leaders of the Blind; thoſe deceitful 
Wild- 


„ 
Wildfires, whoſe irregular Motions” may in- 
deed poſſibly conduct them in the right Way, 


but more probably will miſlead them into that 
Path, which goes down to the Chambers of 
Death. 

To this general Doctrine an Objection hath 
been urged with much Art and Diligence, by 
a great but ſceptical Genius *, He affirms, 
that religious Faith is of no important Con- 
ſequence with regard to Morals; becauſe if 
we examine the Conduct of Mankind, we 
ſhall ſee thoſe, who pretend the greateſt Zeal 
for Religion, no leſs the Slaves of Paſſion and 

Vice, than the declared Advocates of Infide- 
lity; — that there have been Men of both 
Characters equally fam'd for Worth and Diſ- 
honeſty; and that in general the Actions of 
Men are determined by their natural Temper, 
and not at all by Principle. Theſe Propoſi- 
tions he endeavours to ſupport by a great Va- 
riety of Examples. 

The Objection carries indeed the 1 


ance of Force; yet upon a near e . r 
this n vaniſhes. i 


* Boyle on Comets, pſi n. 


. 
It muſt be owned, That in moſt Countries a 
great Part of what is called Religion, de- 


ſerves no other Name than that of Abſurdity 


made ſacred; That the Commands of God 
are ſwallowed up and loſt in the Traditions 
of Men : And it were ftrange indeed, ſhould 
Bigotry and falſe Religion produce that Up- 
rightneſs of Heart, that Perfection of Morals, 
which is the genuine Effect of Truth. 


It muſt be owned, that with regard to Re- 


ligious Principles, every Man has the Power 
of being a Hypocrite : That Knaves, in order 
to be accounted honeſt, may appear devout. 
And we may reaſonably ſuppoſe, if we con- 
ſider the innumerable Artifices of Villany, 
that the outward Profeſſion of Religion be- 


comes a frequent n to an | arheiical 


and corrupted Heart. 
It muſt be owned, that even 1 true 

Religion is known and profeſſed, it is ſeldom 

properly inculcated: The Sanctions of future 


Rewards and Puniſhments, from which it de- 


rives its Force, muſt be very ſtrongly im- 
preſs'd on the human Mind, ere they can 
work their full Effects, becauſe oy are 


diftant 
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diflant and unſcen. The Senſes and their at- 
tendant Paſſions are continually urging their 
Demands, ſo that nothing but a Habit of 
Reflexion thoroughly fixed, can poſſibly re- 
fiſt their Sollicitations. Thus for want of a 
proper Impreſſion, religious Principles are 
{ſeldom gained, and therefore ſeldom operate. 

But where a fincere and lively Faith takes 
Place, where the Mind is convinced of the 


Being of a God, —that he 7s, and is a Re- 


warder of them that diligently ſeek him; — 
where a Habit is gained of connecting this 
great Truth with every Thought, Word, and 


Action, — there it may juſtly be affirmed, 


that Piety and Virtue cannot but prevail. 
To ſay in a Caſe of this Nature, that Man 


will not act according to his Principle, is to 


contradict the united Evidence of Reaſon and 
Experience, We ſee how true Men com- 
monly are to their Principle of Pride and 
miſtaken Honour ; — how true to their Prin- 


ciple of Avarice or miſtaken Intereſt; —— 


how true to their Principle, of a Regard to 


human Laws: They are thus conſiſtent in 
their Obedience to theſe various Principles, 


becauſe they have ſtrongly connected theſe 
ſeveral Views of Pride, Avarice, and Fear, 
E 4 


= © Bp 

with their own Happineſs : Therefore, 
when-ever the religious Principle takes place 
at all, when-ever it becomes in the ſame 


Manner habitually connected with the Hap- 


pineſs of the Agent, it muſt needs become 


infinitely more powerful than zheſs ; becauſe 

the Good it promiſeth, and the Evil it threa- 

tens, are infinitely greater and more laſting. 
Hence it appears that the Corruption of Man- 
kind, even in thoſe Countries where the 
pureſt Religion is profefſed, does not arife 
from the Weakneſs of religious Principle, but 
the Want of it. 


As to the Force of natural Tanger it is 


great indeed : But they who think it innate 


or unalterable, ſeem to have made no deep 


Enquiries into the Heart of Man. Habit is 
allowed to be a ſecond Nature ; and on Exa- 


mination it will probably appear, that what 


we call Nature is but the firſt Habit. Every 
moral Habit ſeems to ariſe from a View of 
Happineſs, and every View of Happineſs is a 
Principle of Action. Thus the more we 
look into the Conſtitution of Man, the more 
we ſhall be convinced, that Principles are 
not ſo much formed by natural J. emper, as 
natural Temper is formed by fit Principles. 
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It may be farther obſerved in favour of 
Religion, that even where it is not ſo tho- 
roughly inculcated as to become a conſiſtent 
Principle of Action, yet it may till have a 
frequent and conſiderable, tho' a partial and 
imperfe& Influence, Tho' you ſuppoſe all 
Mankind of ſuch a capricious Nature as not 
to be ſteady to any particular Principle, yet 
ſtill the religious one will mix with the reſt, 
and naturally prevail in its Turn. And this 
1s certainly a common Caſe among the looſer 
and more inconſiderate Ranks of Men; who, 
altho' by no means uniformly ſwayed by the 
Precepts of Religion, are yet frequently ſtruck 
with Horror at the Thought of Actions pe- 
culiarly vile, and deterred by the Apprehen- 
ſion of an All-ſeeing God from the Commitſ- 
ſion of Crimes uncommonly atrocious. - 
Thus Religion, where-ever ſincerely and ha- 
bitually embraced, is the natural Parent of 
Integrity and Virtue : Whereas Atheiſm, at 
beſt, leaves a Man to the Impulſe of Appetite 
and Paſſion. The religious Man hath gain- 
ed a full View of his Sovereign Good; the 
Atheiſt muſt ſeek it in the Darkneſs * Ir- 
regularities of his Temper. The one keeps his 
Eye fixed on the Pole: ſtar that leads him 
E 2 aſſuredly 
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aſſuredly to Happineſs; the other becomes 
the Sport of every Guſt of Paſſion, — a Prey 
to the Tempeſts of his own Heart. The 
Chriſtian reveres his Nature, as he is one of 
the Sons of God, and Heirs of Immortality; 
— the Unbeliever defpiſeth himſelf as the 
Work of Chance, as being no more than 
one of the Beaſts that periſh. The firſt looks 
up to Heaven with Hope and Joy ; — the 
latter, which way ſoever he turns his Eyes, 
meets with nothing but Deſpondence and 
Deſpair. In a Word, Religion includes and 
inforces all the Obligations to Virtue , — A- 
theiſm, all the Temptations to Vice, And 
tho” it is admitted that ſome noble Charac- 
ters would, under any Circumſtances, purſue 
_ Virtue for it's own Sake; yet if we figure to 
our ſelves a Man deprived of all the Hopes, 
and Jet Joſe from all the Fears of a Futurity, 
nor yet guarded by an uncommon Share 
both of Philoſophy and fine Temper, we ſhall 
with Reaſon conclude, that his Sentiments 
are as juſtly as they are elegantly deſcribed in 
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1 the following Paſſage of the Book of Wiſ- 
Y dom: — We are born at all adventure, and 
we ſhall be bereafter as tho' we had never been; 


Our. \ 
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— our . Body ſhall "he turned into Aſbes, and 
our Spirit ſpall vaniſh as the fo ft. Air — 
Come on. therefores and let us enjoy the goed 
Things that are preſent ; let us fill our ſelves 
with coſtly Mine and Ointments, and let no 
Flower of the Spring paſs by us: Let us crown 
our ſelves with Roſe-buds before they be wither- 
ed; let none of us go without bis Part. of our 
Voluptuouſneſs ; let us leave Tokens of our Joy- 
fulneſs.in every Place; for this is our Portion, 
and cur Lot is this. Let us oppreſs the Poor that 
Is righteous, let us not, ſpare the Widow, © non 
reverence the white Hairs of the Aged; but let 
eur Strength be the Law of Tuſtice, F 


Thus [fidelity and Atheiſm ſtand. en 


ed with Licentioiſneſs, which on its part 
tends: no N to the Propagation of. * 
celity, 5 

It is the 3 Effect of moſt Vices to 
cloud the Underſtanding; to involve it in 
that Därkneſs which themſelves delight in. 


When the Heart is immerſed in Senſuality, 


the uperior. Faculties lie neglected: Reflexi- 
on is regarded as impertinent and troubleſome, 
becauſe it is an Enemy to falſe Pleaſure; and 
18 therefore induſtriouſiy baniſhed from the 


Circles 
_ + Wifdom, Ch. ii. 


ment in religious Truth becomes utterly im- 


Conſcience and Religion, becauſe it diſ- 


encourage and produce each other in a great 
Variety of Reſpects. 


1381 
Circles of the Licentious. Thus the Eye of 
the Soul is cloſed, and all farther Improve- 


poſſible, Even tho' a pious Education hath 
fixed the Principles of Religion, yet a high 
Degree of Vice can eafily deſtroy them. 
'The licentions Man hates the Light of 


covers to him his own Unworthineſs: He 
therefore takes Pains to extinguiſh that Luſtre 
which he cannot ſupport; and is never at 
reſt till he hath formed to himſelf a Syſtem 
of Opinions as dark as his own Practice, — | 
ſuch as may ſuit the Irregularity of his Con- 
duct, and ſooth him in the Poſſeſſion of his 
beloved Sins. Thus with much Pains he la- 
bours to be blind, and lives himſelf into 
Infidelity and Error. 

Hence the reciprocal Connexion between 
Infidelity and Licentiouſneſs is evident : Let us 
now ſee how both theſe ſtand connected with 
Superſtition and Tyranny, , 

It will doubtleſs appear a Paradox to many, 
that any Relation or Affinity ſhould ſubſiſt 
between Things ſo oppoſite in their Nature : 
Yet they will be found on Examination to 


SUper- 
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Superſtition, though the avowed Enemy 
of Irreligion, is yet very frequently the 
Source of it, Where ridiculous Notions are 
advanced as divine Truths, and impoſed as 
ſuch on a deluded People ; there, when-ever 
Thought and Reflexion exert their Power in 
any Degree, they muſt at once throw off the 
received Abſurdities, as being repugnant to 
common Senſe. Thus the firſt Step from Bi- 
gotry is to Atheiſm : For the deluded Perſon 
having been bred in the Belief of Impoſſi- 
bilities, no ſooner opens his Eyes, than he 
throws off all Religion as abſurd; becauſe, 
in the Light he hath always view'd it in, 
it is really ſo. This Obſervation is abundant- 
ly confirmed by Fact: Among the ancient 
Heathens the Popular Belief was ſuperſtitious, 
the Philoſophical Tenets were atheiſtical: 
And it is well known that Superſtition, in her 
modern Dominions, divides her Empire with 
the groſſeſt Infidelity. 

Superſtition is no leſs connected with Li- 
centiouſneſs of Manners : Not only as it tends 
to produce Irreligion, but from its proper and 
immediate Operations. It generally inverts all 
the Dictates of Morality, as well as common 
Apprehenſion; and inſtructs its Votaries to 
5 rein 
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rain indeed at @ Gnat, but to ſwallow & 

Camel. It emboldens them to hope for Hea- 

ven by the Practice of Ceremony and Gri- 

mace, tho' they wallow in all manner of 

Vice and Impurity : The leaſt Deviation ei- 

ther in Geſture or Opinion is conſigned to eter- 

* nal Death, — but to mitigate the Rigours of 
4 this Sentence, a Tax abſolves the Guilt of 
F. Adultery and Murder ! By its Influence blind 
Faith takes place of rational Aﬀent, outward 
Pomp of inward Piety ; and the idle Foppe- 
ries of an impious Devotion are made ſacred 
at the Expence of true Holineſs and Virtue, 
Thus Morals decay, and Licentiouſneſs takes 

Root: While the grand Promoters of Falſ- 
hood make their Market of Ignorance and 
Vice, well knowing how naturally a blind 
Underſtanding is connected with a wicked 

Heart. 

Tyranny is no leſs the Parent of Ingdelity 
and Vice: An Oppreſſor defires to ſee neither 
Religion nor Honeſty in his Train: They are 
not for his Purpoſe ; they are too ſevere and 
ſtubborn, and cannot bend to the Dictates of 
his Will. Hence where - ever Oppreflion 

reigns, the Virtuous and Juſt are diſcounte- 
nanced, baniſhed, or proſcribed ; the Wicked 


and 
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and Abandoned are 'cateſſed;s arc rewarded, 
Atheiſm is encouraged, becauſe it promotes 
Corruption}; Corruption is encouraged, becauſe 
it is the ready Tool of Bower : Thus Virtue 
and Religion languiſn; Infidelity and Vice 
triumph: The one becomes the Road to 
Greatneſs, the other to Neglect and Ruin. 
We ſee then in what Manner Superſtition 
and Tyranny. ſtand related to Irreligion and 
Licentrouſneſs : It only remains now to be 
conſidered how theſe in their Turn promote 
the Cauſe of Tyranny and Superſtition. 

Could Irreligion and Licentiouſneſs ſubſiſt 
by their own Force, their natural Hatred of 
Bigotry and Oppreſſion would effectually pre- 
vent the Growth and Power of theſe Uſurp- 
ers. But ſuch is the Conſtitution of Things, 
ſuch is the eſtabliſhed Order of Cauſes and 
Effects, that Atheiſm and. Viee are of a Self 
deſtroying Kind, and bear the Seeds of Ruin 
in their own Texture. No free People were 
ever long atheiſtical and corrupt, becauſe no 
corrupt and atheiſtical People could ever Jong 

continue free. Irreligion and bad Morals are 
f 2 Diſtemper of ſuch Malignity to a State, 
b that unleſs _ are — expelled, they at 
| = Ruin and, their, cn, They, 
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diffolve all thoſe natural Principles on which 
Societies are built Sincerity, Temperance, 
Juſtice: They introduce abandoned Luxury 
and deadly Corruption, — the fatal Enemies 
of Mankind, which work darkly indeed but 
deeply, and are the more terrible becauſe un- 
ſeen! Theſe cruel Deſtroyers level all the 
Barriers of Freedom, private Benevolence and 
publick Spirit; and deliver up an abandoned 
devoted People an eaſy Prey to the Inroads of 
Ambition and Tyranny. 

Thus we obtain a general ak enlarged 
View of theſe ſeveral Principles, and (if we 
may ſo ſpeak) of their mutual Action and Re- 
action on each other. Superſtition renders a 
Monarch oppreſſive, a People flaviſh ;— Ty- 
ranny leads the Prince to Superſtition, the 
Subject to Credulity. Religious Truth is the 
Parent of Civil Freedom—this in its turn be- 
comes the Support of Religious Truth. Infi- 
delity promotes Vice—Vice confirms Infide- 
/ ity. | Superſtition and Tyranny beget A- 
theiſm and Licentionſneſs—and theſe (forget- 
ting as it were their own Nature) eſtabliſh 
Bigotry and lawleſs Power. 
If we look into Fact, we ſhall find the 
Truth of theſe ſeveral Connexions confirmed 


tion. 
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by the Hiſtory and Revolutions of all Ages 
and all Nations. We, there ſee Superſtition 


and Tyranny going hand in hand, mutually 


ſupporting and ſupported, taking thet Pro- 
greſs and fixing their, Dominion thro! all the 


Kingdoms of the Earth—overwhelming it in 


one general Deluge, as the Waters cover the 


Sea: Here and there a happy Nation emerges 
from their Empire, | breathes for a while in 


the enlightned Regions of Truth and Free- 
dom; till in their appointed Time, Licen- 
tiouſneſs and Irreligion appear, ſap the Foun- 
dations of the Fabrick, and fink it in the ge- 


neral Abyſs of Ignorance and Oppreſſion. 


1 ſhall now conelude with a few Reflecti- 
ons drawn from the Subject under Conſidera- 


th Sint we m make an Eſtimate of the 


; comparative Evils and final Effects of Athe Atheiſm 2 


and Superſtition, as they regard Society : Play- 


ſible Apologies have been offered for both, by 
their reſpective Advocates : But after all, as to 
their immediate Operations, it is ſcarce poſſi- 


ble to determine with Propriety, which are 


 wniverſally more pernicious ; begauſe they are 
widely different, according to. the Education, 
Rank, and Conſtitution of thoſe on wham 


whey fall. Bigotry is perhaps Jeſs to be qreaded 
Fr a- 
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amongſt a People, and more among the higher 
Ranks of Men, than Irreligion: This is moſt 
terrible where the ſenſual Paſſions are ſtrong ; 
far, where the Imagination is moſt active. 
But then as to their final Confequences—tho' 
it may indeed be faid in Mitigation of A- 
theiſm, that it cannot long ſubſiſt by its own 
Force—tho' it be urged, that Superſtition 
knows how to eſtabliſh her Power, and rivet 
the Chains which ſhe impoſes—yet Irreligion 
is no leſs to be abhorred, as it is the ſure 
Means to a ruinous End : It deſtroys its own 
Evils indeed, but only to bring on greater, 
| becauſe more laſting. It is therefore equally 
terrible to Society with that Tyranny and Su- 
perſtition which it produces; and may be 
compared to a furious Torrent that ſweeps 
away the Works of Art and Virtue, and rolls 
down with continued Rapidity, till itſelf and 
the Wrecks it hath made are devoured by 
the great Deep. 
2. We may here take occafion to obſerve 
the Weakneſs and Folly of an Objection often 
Wn, _ urged by the Advocates for Atheiſm and Li- 
centiouſneſs, againſt ſome of the Principles 
laid down above. They tell you, that Ir- 
religion and Vice are not of that deſtructive 
Nature to Society, which Prieſts and their 
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Followers pretend; becauſe we ſee many 
powerful Kingdoms, and particularly a neigh- 
bouring one, which hath flouriſhed for many 
Ages, while Licentiouſneſs in Manners and 
Opinion hath been in its Aſcendant.— The 
Fact objected is true; and the Anſwer is eaſy. 
The deſtructive Nature of Infidelity and 
Vice is only aſſerted with reſpect to free Go- 
vernments. But that neighbouring Kingdom, 
{o often the unworthy Object of our Envy and 
Imitation, is in a ſtate of deep and confirmed. 
Slavery. The ſhadowy Appearances of Free- 
dom and Happineſs which {till ſubſiſt there, 
are confined to a ſmall Number of Men, and. 
are the Effects of an accidental Taſte, often 
of a falſe Politeneſs : But as to the Many, it 
is certain they are bury'd in the very Depth 
| of Servitude, Bigotry and Wretchedneſs, Such 
a Government therefore (if a Government it 
may be called, which hath many Evils be- 
yond a State of Nature) ſuch a Government, 
I ay, hath little to fear from the Enemies of 
Liberty. When Infidelity and Vice have no- 
thing to oppoſe, they have nothing to conquer; 
and where no Freedom 15, there no Freedom 
can be deſtroy d. The Eſtabliſhment of Op- 
| preſſion is the very Evil we dread from A- 
| Fuel and Immorality: So that in that, and 
uch 
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ich like Kingdoms their Work 1s already 
done : They have finiſhed their Courſe, and 
founded the Empire of Tyranny and Superſti- 
tion ; with whom however they are ſuffered 
to live in a kind of amicable Alliance (ſuch 
as hath been already explain'd) not indeed as 
"Equals, but Inferiors ; and are allow'd to carry 
on their own Deſigns in a dependant manner, 
ſo far as they are ſubordinate to the grand 
Schemes of ſpiritual and temporal Oppreſſion. 
— Thus the Malignity of Atheiſm and Licen- 
tiouſneſs is ſeen alike in every Light, whe- 
ther we view them as they deſtroy Freedom, 
or eſtabliſh Tyranny. 
3. It eught not therefore to be regarded as 
a Chimera, as a Conjecture only to be laugh- 
ed at, that the Emiſſaries of France and Rome 
ſhould be ſent among us on their fatal Er- 
rands, under the Appearance of Infidel and 
Atheiſts, They are deeply practiſed in all 
the Arts of Treachery, and know that to un- 
dermine privately is to undermine effeftualy. 
They know how natural the Tranſition is 
from Licentiouſnèſs to Slavery; they know 
that the outward Form of a Conſtitution can- 
not long ſubſiſt, when its Vitals are corrupted; 
and they know that the Vitals of every State 
are the Principles and Morals of a People. 


Mere 
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More eſpecially at preſent, as their Attempts 
of declared Violence have miſcarry'd, we may 
be aſſured they will be indefatigable in the 
more hidden Methods of Deceit. Theſe are 
now become their only Reſource ; outward 
Force hath proved ineffectual; Argument and 
Reaſoning they are too wiſe to attempt :- But 
as their Spirit is of that active and implacable 
Nature, as to leave no poſſible Means untry'd, 
ſo it isreaſonable to believe their preſent Game 
will be, ta render us the Inſtruments of our 
own Deſtruction. 
4. Finally therefore and above all, let us 
guard againſt their Attempts by a ſtrict Ad- 
| herence to the Dictates of Truth and Free- 
dom.: Theſe are of a permanent and-ſelf-ſup- 
porting Nature; and while. ſincerely obey'd, 
do effectually Ge” all the Bleſſings they 
produce. So long as we are thus true to our- 
ſelves, to the Laws of Liberty eſtabliſhed in. 
theſe Kingdams, and to the. Laws of that 
Goſpel from which they are copy'd, we need 
not be alarmed at the Approaches of Super- 
ſtition and Tyranny. Truth and Freedom 
have that native Energy which baffles all the 
Attempts of Falſehood; and Britain, like the 
Hill of Sion, ſhall be a fair Place, and the 
To. f the whole Earth, which-may-not be re- 

| k moved, 
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1 contrary, Irreligion and Licentiouſneſs gain 

; Ground among us, our Ruin is determined, 

is inevitable. The Hittory of every Age and: 
every People, — the Riſe and Fall of mighty 
Kingdoms — the Examples of upright and 
flouriſhing, of corrupt and expiring States— 
all theſe unite with one Voice to tell us, that 
Piety and Virtue only can make us free—that 
Infidelity and Licentiouſneſs will certainly en- 
ſlave us: That the Admiſſion of Profane- 
neſs, Debauchery and Corruption, will ine- 

vitably fink us in that general Deluge of Sla- 
very and Ignorance, in which the Nations az 
round us lie involved: But that if we practiſe 
thoſe Truths we know, and rightly uſe that 
Freedom we enjoy, we ſhall be eſtabliſhed: as 
on a Rock; we ſhall ſtill rife above the Haves 
that threaten us; tho they toſs themſelves, yet 
fhall they not prevail; tho they roar, yet ſhall 
they not paſs o ] us: We ſhalt be preſerved 
by that Almighty God who rules the Raging 
of the Sea and the Madneſs of Mankind; who 
can ſay al ke to the furious Ocean and the cruel 
Hader — Hitherto Halt thou come, and no 
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